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Abstract

This technical report details a specialized SEO migration framework developed for a life sciences
enterprise in Vaud, Switzerland. The study examines the technical challenges inherent in migrating a
high-authority, multilingual platform (English, German, French, Spanish, and Italian) within a highly
regulated medical vertical. The methodology prioritizes "Your Money or Your Life" (YMYL)
compliance, cross-market data integrity, and the preservation of search equity during a User
Experience (UX) redesign. Results indicate a successful zero-loss migration, followed by a 30%
increase in search impressions and a 22% growth in high-intent organic traffic. The findings provide
a scalable model for technical governance in healthcare digital transitions.
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Introduction

In 2022, a technical SEO migration and architectural realignment was launched for a healthcare and
life sciences organization targeting the global cardiology community. The project required a fusion
of enterprise-level UX and search system logic to ensure the discoverability of sensitive medical
content across five distinct language versions. The analysis focuses on the technical deployment
necessary to maintain stability in a vertical subject to stringent E-E-A-T (Experience, Expertise,
Authoritativeness, and Trustworthiness) evaluation.



Research Objectives

e Search Equity Preservation: Prevent the degradation of organic rankings and high-value
traffic during complex domain and infrastructure transitions.

e  YMYL Infrastructure Alignment: Ensure the technical deployment adheres to Google’s
specialized evaluation standards for life sciences and medical content.

e Multilingual Crawl Efficiency: Optimize the interaction between search crawlers and
localized site instances (EN, DE, FR, ES, IT) to eliminate cross-market cannibalization.

Methodology — Technical SEO Diagnostic Framework

The methodology introduced a five-phase technical audit framework designed to transform a
standard migration into a reproducible knowledge asset (Mojahed, 2022).

Cross-Regional Synchronization & Hreflang Governance

To manage the multilingual complexity, the methodology introduced a cross-regional
synchronization framework:

o Hreflang Annotation Audit: Systematic verification of return-link integrity and canonical
accuracy to ensure search engines correctly map localized content to specific user regions.

o Market-Specific Cannibalization Mitigation: Identifying and resolving overlapping search
signals between language versions to stabilize regional search performance.

Platform & CMS Performance Engineering

The framework addressed technical factors influencing discoverability following a major UX
redesign:

o Accessibility Analysis: Reviewing template rendering (JavaScript/CSS) to ensure medical
content remained fully accessible to search engine crawlers.

o Site Architecture Stabilization: Optimizing server-side response times and mobile
responsiveness across all five localized instances to align with Core Web Vitals (CWV)
benchmarks.

Security & YMYL Compliance Governance
Within the medical industry, technical security is a core ranking signal. The methodology audited

data protection protocols and validated security alerts to ensure the technical infrastructure supported
the domain's authority in the cardiology niche.



Results and Analysis

The technical deployment yielded the following longitudinal performance metrics within three
months post-migration:

o Migration Stability: Achievement of a zero-loss migration for core organic rankings,
maintaining 100% of high-authority keywords.

e Visibility Trajectory: A 30% increase in search impressions for specialized cardiology
search terms.

e Targeted Growth: A 22% increase in high-intent organic traffic, driven by the improved
technical precision of the multilingual targeting.

Conclusion: Foundations for GEO in Healthcare

The implementation of this framework demonstrates that for life sciences entities, technical SEO
must be treated as a component of regulatory and data governance. Beyond immediate stability, the
technical integrity established here provides a scalable foundation for Generative Engine
Optimization (GEQO). By structuring clinical data and ensuring architectural clarity, the platform is
positioned to maintain authority within evolving Al-driven search overviews and Large Language
Model (LLM) discovery engines.
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